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Distinguishing Human Traits 
 

Below is a list of common human traits, in no particular order of importance. Which ones would you 
consider to be character issues and which are personality or temperament issues?  

 
 
• Eloquent/Persuasive 
• Forgiving/Merciful/Under-

standing 
• Revengeful/Unforgiving/ 

Vindictive 
• Enthusiastic/Eager/Whole-

hearted 
• Sarcastic/Caustic 
• Loyal/Faithful 
• Calm/Easy-going/Gentle 
• Restless/Nervous/Edgy 
• Controlling/Domineering/ 

Overbearing 
• Jealous/Envious  
• Gossipy/Talebearer 
• Charming/Magnetic 
• Friendly/Sociable/Person-

able 
• Unfriendly/Unsociable 
• Extroverted 
• Introverted 
• Reserved/Shy 
• Self-sacrificing/Unselfish 
• Selfish/Greedy/Materialistic 
• Generous/Bighearted 
• Stingy/Grudging 
• Hotheaded/Argumentative/

Confrontational 
• Humorous/Amusing 
• Energetic/Dynamic  
• Proud/Egotistical  
• Humble/Modest 
• Respectful/Polite/Mannerly  
• Decisive/Confident 

• Timid/Unsure/Indecisive 
• Disrespectful/Impolite/Ill-

mannered  
• Deliberate/Methodical/ 

Analytical 
• Disorganized/Haphazard 
• Unprejudiced/Objective 
• Opinionated/Narrow-

minded 
• Patient/Forbearing 
• Impatient/Impulsive 
• Motivated/Ambitious 
• Apathetic/Unmotivated 
• Sympathetic/Considerate/ 

Compassionate/Sensitive 
• Unsympathetic/Uncaring/  

Indifferent/Cynical 
• Talented/Gifted 
• Kind/Warm 
• Happy/Cheerful 
• Moody/Temperamental/  

Irritable 
• Undisciplined/Disobedient/

Disruptive 
• Well-behaved/Obedient 
• Suspicious/Distrustful 
• Stubborn/Headstrong 
• Fearful/Apprehensive 
• Brave/Daring/Adventurous 
• Outspoken/Blunt/Tactless/ 

Insensitive 
• Honest/Truthful 
• Deceitful/Underhanded 
• Optimistic/Positive 

• Pessimistic/Negative 
• Diplomatic/Discreet/ 

Circumspect 
• Aggressive/Assertive/ 

Competitive 
• Dependable/Reliable 
• Untrustworthy/Unreliable 
• Strong-willed/Determined 
• Inflexible/Uncompromising 
• Hard working/Industrious 
• Lazy/Lethargic 
• Idealistic/Impractical 
• Realistic/Practical 
• Naïve/Gullible 
• Discerning/Perceptive 
• Conservative/Cautious 
• Reckless/Rash/Negligent 
• Loud/Boisterous 
• Quiet/Private 
• Independent/Self-sufficient 
• Dependent/Reliant 
• Unemotional/Impassive/ 

Cool 
• Critical/Judgmental/Fault-

finding 
• Sincere/Earnest 
• Crafty/Deceptive 
• Perfectionist/Obsessive 
• Rigid/Strict/Stern 
• Thankful/Appreciative 
• Unthankful/Unappreciative 
• Other: 
•  
•  


